Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of Holy Communion
September 12, 2021
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
☩ Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s
confession of faith as told in John’s
gospel. This week we hear Mark’s version,
when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In
John, the stumbling block is Jesus’
invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life
of the world. In Mark too the scandal has
to do with Jesus’ words about his own
coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is
anointed (the meaning of messiah) in
Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3);
so we are anointed in baptism with the
sign of the cross. ☩

The 8:15 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed to our YouTube Channel, and will be made available
for public viewing. Please be aware that you may be recorded during congregational singing or when you
step forward to receive communion. You can visit our YouTube Channel at
StJamesGettysburg.com/YouTube If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with a member of
the staff.
Our worship book Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) is divided into two sections:
•
•

Resources related to the church year and different services are in the front of the ELW, with small
page numbers at the bottom of the pages. These are referenced as “ELW Page #” in our bulletin.
Hymns (larger numbers at the top of the pages) are in the back half of the book. These are
referenced as “ELW #” in our bulletin.

*Please stand as you are able for parts of the service noted with an asterisk (*). Thank you for silencing
your electronic devices. We respectfully request that you wear a
mask while singing. We
respect and encourage mask-wearing at all times indoors. We encourage social distancing as suggested
by CDC recommendations, to care for each other.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude: Lift High the Cross

Donald Busarow

Welcome and Announcements
*Confession and Forgiveness (8:15 a.m. service only)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P

God, our comforter,

C

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you
for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.

C

*Holy Baptism (10:45 a.m. service only)

ELW Page 227

*Entrance Hymn: Lift High the Cross

ELW 660

*Pastoral Greeting
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by
the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we
may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Presentation of Bibles to 4th & 5th graders
First Reading: Psalm 116:1-9
I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)
1I

love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the
anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
4Then I called upon the name | of
the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”
5Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;
P

The word of the Lord.

our God is full | of compassion.
watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
8For you have rescued my | life from
death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from
stumbling;
9I will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land | of the living.
6The LORD

C

Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem: Light Dawns on a Weary World

Bradley Ellingboe

Gospel Acclamation

for music: ELW Page 142

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

*Holy Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.

P

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus
will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship
and the cross.
27Jesus

went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
P

The Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon, followed by a time of silent reflection
* Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me
*Apostles Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

ELW 798

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude: “God, in your mercy,” our response: “Hear our prayer.”
*Sharing God’s Peace

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Tithes and Offerings
Musical Offering: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

Wilbur Held

*Offertory Hymn: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

ELW 182

*Offering Prayer
P

Let us pray:

C

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the
offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
Preface Dialog
P
The Lord be with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
C
C

And also with you.
We lift them to the Lord.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

for music: ELW Page 144

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation
P
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
Distribution of Elements
Communion Hymn: Lamb of God

for music: ELW Page 146

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
*Table Blessing and Prayer after Communion
P

Let us pray: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our
faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

Sending

God blesses us in mission to the world

*Blessing
P

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
C
Amen.
Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
*Sending Hymn: Lead On, O King Eternal!

ELW 805

*Dismissal
P

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

Postlude: Lead On, O King Eternal

C

Thanks be to God.
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We rejoice in this morning’s baptisms of Kian Yves Ballough, son of Denny & Alyssa Ballough, and Valentino Richard
Xavier Ballough, son of Dorian & Devon Ballough.
We rejoice in this weekend’s wedding of Paulette Smith & Bill Stewart.
We encourage you to get the COVID-19 vaccine to protect yourself, our congregation, and our youth who are
unable to get vaccinated.

Flowers
Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of all first responders and in memory of all those who lost their
lives in 9-11.

Participating in Worship
Presider:
The Rev. Andrew R. Geib
Preacher:
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8:15 a.m. Worship Service

10:45 a.m. Worship Service

Assisting Minister:
Lucinda Bringman

Assisting Minister:
Lucinda Bringman

Communion Assistant:
Karen Smith
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Flower Deliverer: Kathy Platzer
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Connect with Us
•

StJamesGettysburg.com
• The Sermon Blog
• The Messenger
• eBlast Announcements

•
•
•
•

StJamesGettysburg.com/YouTube
StJamesGettysburg.com/facebook
StJamesGettysburg.com/instagram
StJamesGettysburg.com/twitter

We are Christ’s people, and this is Christ’s house with its doors wide open.
If you are passing through, Godspeed. If you are looking for a worship home, stay with us.
We invite guests to join us, but most of all, to return often.
Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to faith. Welcome to all who have
no church home, want to follow Christ, have doubts, or do not believe. Welcome to new visitors and old friends.
Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,
socio-economic status, marital status, ability, and challenge. Welcome to believers and questioners, and to
questioning believers. This is a place where you are welcome to celebrate and sorrow, rejoice, and recover. This is
a place where lives are made new. Come and listen for the Holy Spirit calling you to love your neighbor
wholeheartedly, seek justice, create peace, and practice compassion.
As members of the body of Christ, we are called to be ministers of reconciliation both in the church and in the world.
Through our baptism we are reconciled to God through the saving grace of Christ Jesus and challenged by the Gospel
to be agents of healing and love within our church and society. As a community of faith, we proclaim this statement
of welcome.

