On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This
year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses
through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves
us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in
baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude: Of Woods and Hills

Ludwig van Beethoven

Confession and Forgiveness
P

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P

Most merciful God,

C

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

ELW 504

Pastoral Greeting
P

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the T
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of
temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be
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with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C

Amen.

Special Music: I Shall Arise/Ode to Joy Medley

Word

Tom Jolin, hammered dulcimer
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood,
saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine
commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.
8God

said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save us
from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He
was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to
the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might
proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
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9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted
by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
Sermon, followed by a time of silent reflection
Hymn of the Day: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude: “Hear us, O God.” our response: “Your mercy is great.”
Lord’s Prayer
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us in mission to the world

Blessing
P

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C

Amen.

Sending Hymn: Bless Now, O God, The Journey
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Dismissal
P

Go in peace. Share the good news.

C

Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Hymn of Praise

James Denton
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Lift up in prayers
Harry

Lynne

Nicholas

Paul

John Michael

Joyce

Todd

Rita

Courtney

Linda

Sean

Tina

Greg

Carolyn

Annette

Tommy

Marc

Jean

Bill

Virginia

Laura

Barry

Jennifer

We pray for the family and friends of Howard Hinkeldey, who recently passed away.
Flowers
Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Nelson O. Sixeas by his family.
Participating in Worship
Presider: The Rev. Michael E. Allwein

Reader: Ethan Harnish

Preacher: The Rev. Andrew R. Geib

Organist: Steven Zumbrun

Assisting Minister: Lucinda Bringman

Choir: Ed Riggs and Sue Currens

Reader: Lily Crowner
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