In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven
times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves
with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude: Our Father, We Have Wandered

J.S. Bach

Confession and Forgiveness
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of
creation.
C
Amen.
P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P
C

P

C

Faithful God,
Have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgement on one
another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our
neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away
our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who all out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do
God’s work in the world.
Amen.
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Pastoral Greeting
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
C
Amen.
Special Music by Tom Jolin on hammered dulcimer, Be Thou My Vision

Word

Traditional

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song

Reading: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
1Welcome

those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another?
It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.
5Some

judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7We

do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.
10Why

do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So

then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Video, The Conversationalist - Parables
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I
tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For

this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Sermon, followed by a time of silent reflection
Hymn of the Day, Our Father, We Have Wandered
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ELW 606

Apostles’ Creed
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Petitions conclude: “Lord, in your mercy,” our response: “hear our prayer.”
Lord’s Prayer
C
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Sending

God blesses us in mission to the world

Blessing
P
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
Sending Hymn, O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire
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Dismissal
P
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C
Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Trumpet Tune
Lift up in prayers
Harry
Carol
Greg
Yolanda
Marie
Mark
John Michael
Tina
Courtney
Joanne

A. Holborne

David
Jane
Joseph
Ed
Laura
Helen
Ed
Sam
Robert
Linda

Jean
Amber
Janet
Harry
Dale
Nicholas
Nelson
Jace
Ruth Jean
Sean

Courtney
Dawn
Heather
Jennifer
Marc
Tina
Tommy
Wayne

Flowers
Flowers are given to the Glory of our Lord and in loving honor of the 45th wedding anniversary
of Ed and Sam Main (Sept. 12), by Josh and Jessy Main. Flowers are also given to the Glory of
our Lord and in loving honor of the 6th wedding anniversary of Josh and Jessy Main (Sept. 6), by
parents Ed and Sam Main.
Participating in Worship
Presider: The Rev. Michael E. Allwein
Preacher: Deacon Marsha Roscoe
Assisting Minister: Janina Kloster
Reader: Anne Young

Organist: Jane Eiker
Choir: Wayne Hill and Kay MacDowell
Special Music: Tom Joli
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