Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of
who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head
with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.
Fourth Sunday in Lent-March 22, 2020
GATHERING – The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude: In the Cross of Christ I Glory……………………………………….arr. Robert Lau
Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn, Christ, the Life of All the Living
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Pastoral Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
WORD – God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
Psalm 23 (choir)…………………………………………………………………………………William Maul
Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41 – dramatic reading
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of
God.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day, God, Whose Almighty Word
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Prayers of Intercession Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen
SENDING – God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, ☩ bless
you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen.
Sending Hymn, You Are Mine
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Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord and care for the poor.
Thanks be to God.
Portions of the Liturgy reprinted under Sundays and Seasons license no. SAS024997. All rights reserved
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